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Greetings campers, parents, pastors, counselors, camp 
directors, CE directors, donors, work camp volunteers, staff, 
camp alumni, council members, and all those I’ve forgotten to 
list! 
I find it hard to believe that my time of service on the 
Montlure Camping Council has drawn to a close. Montlure 
has been a big part of my life for the past six years, the last 
three as council president. During these six years I have had 
the honor of serving on the council with wonderful 
Presbyterian men and women who share a common 
commitment to Christian camping for the children and youth 
of the churches in our state. And during that time we have 
seen the Lord bless our ministry in so many ways. 
For the past year I have had the privilege of serving as co-
president alongside Cathy Cross who has brought her very 
special passion and vision to the Montlure ministry. I can tell 
you that Montlure is in good hands under Cathy’s leadership, 
and she will be supported by incumbent council members as 
well as those who are joining the council this year. From a 
staff perspective, it has been a joy having Kristy Gropel  serve 
as our Administrator and Program Coordinator these past two 
years. God bless you, Kristy, for everything you did to make 
our camps so terrific this summer and last, and for what you 
are doing behind the scenes to build for the future. With Cathy 
and Kristy at the helm, I know the ministry will continue to 
grow because all of our leaders are committed to providing a 
quality Christian camping ministry for children and youth.  
I want to take a moment to acknowledge three dear friends 
who are completing their service on the council along with 
me. Firstly, Cindy Michels has served for six years and has 
been our champion at Grand Canyon Presbytery. I know she 
will continue to advocate for Montlure at presbytery even 
though she will not actually be on the council. Thank you, 
Cindy. Secondly, the Rev. Bob Seel will no longer have an 
official voice and vote on the Council having also completed a 
six-year term. Throughout that time he has been invaluable in 
his role as Council Secretary. However, he has agreed to 
continue to serve the Council as ex-officio Secretary, and 
there is no one better to do that job than Bob. He has been our 
champion in de Cristo Presbytery, and his wisdom and insight 
are unrivalled. Thanks, Bob, for everything you’ve done for 
Montlure. Finally I want to acknowledge Beth Glady who has 
served on the Council for the past three years, the last two as 
Vice President. She has been an invaluable partner to me, 
especially as we dealt with the staffing changes in 2007. Oh, 
and she also happens to be a fellow Whitworth University 
parent!  
The most important question every ministry needs to be able 
to articulate is What are we about? Montlure’s answer is 
embodied in our mission statement and the key elements of 
our ministry: 
 
 
�	�������%����������D�E��	����:))8�������:  

Montlure Presbyterian Church Camp is a beautiful place in 
the White Mountains of Arizona for all to find and grow their 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
·  Provide Christ-centered camping 
·  Nurture future leaders of the church  
·  Establish and develop strong connections between churches 
·  Complement the Christian Education programs of our 

constituent churches 
·  Teach Reformed theology 
·  Emphasize stewardship of our site and facilities 
·  Operate with sound management 
I believe your Council has remained true to the high vision and 
purpose we have set for ourselves in our mission statement, and 
my prayer is that it will continue to guide us for years to come. In 
this, my final president’s perspective, I want to reflect briefly on 
each of the specific elements of the ministry. 
Sound management: The organizational aspects of our ministry 
have really solidified in recent years. Although we can always do 
with more money (lots more, in fact!) we have been prudent in 
our expenditure and have recently been able to start rebuilding our 
reserves to ensure the ministry’s stability for the future. 
Sites and facilities: I first visited Montlure to direct Junior High 1 
in 2002 and found a rustic camp in a beautiful setting. But it was 
clear the site and facilities were in poor shape and in need of 
much loving care and attention. Montlure will always be rustic – 
that’s a big part of its charm – but the site additions and 
improvements which have been made over the past six years are 
impressive: a new cabin, graded pathways, steel roofs on 
buildings, new and rebuilt cabin decks, sound and media systems 
in the barn, low ropes course, improved cabin ventilation, kitchen 
upgrades including a walk-in freezer, and a lovely refurbished 
twilight chapel, to name just a few. My sincere thanks go to the 
hundreds of donors and volunteer laborers who made these 
improvements possible and who continue to give their time and 
financial gifts to our camp.                     …… continued on page 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter serving as Juniors 1 Director (left), with Rev. Mary 
Saylor, Chaplain, and Kirk Sexton, Assistant Director. 



 
Perspectives from Peter, continued …. 
 
 

 
 
 

Reformed theology and complementing Christian Education: I 
am pleased to report that Montlure has avoided our 
denomination’s ongoing theological turmoil by focusing on 
the eternal truth that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. I see real 
opportunities in the future for Montlure to partner with 
individual churches to enhance their children’s and youth 
ministries because of our focus on the basic tenets of our faith. 
Connections among churches: It is especially pleasing to see 
campers each year establish deep and abiding friendships with 
other campers from churches of different sizes and in different  
parts of the state, and to see them maintain these relationships 
throughout the year. This is an important part of what it means 
to be Presbyterian. 
Nurture future church leaders: There can be no more 
important investment for those of us in the parent and 
grandparent generations than the nurturing of our high-
schoolers and young adults to be leaders in the church. It is an 
area in which Montlure has made huge strides in recent years, 
intentionally teaching small group leadership to our 
counselors. We have also provided other areas of training, all 
based on solid biblical principles, so that our staff can fulfill 
their responsibilities at camp as Christian counselors and in 
their home churches as servant leaders. 
Most importantly, by holding true to Christ-centered camping, 
we have seen dozens of children and youth find their faith in 
Jesus Christ at camp, and hundreds more experience real 
growth in the faith they already have. We are endeavoring to 
fulfill the Great Commission at each and every camp we run, 
and there is no higher calling than that.In Matthew 9:37-38 
Jesus says, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into 
his harvest field.” I challenge each and every adult reading 
this to consider prayerfully how you can support the harvest 
field that is the Montlure ministry. We have endeavored to do 

great work for the Lord over our 80-year history, and in the 
years to come there is much more to do to bring the good news 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ to hundreds more children and 
youth.  God bless you all. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
Peter Flynn 
PS: I’d like to extend a personal invitation to you and your 
family to join many Montlure friends at the reunion picnic in 
Chandler on November 15th. I look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 

 
 

Peter leads a mountainside full of Juniors 1 
singers at Twilight Chapel
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The first bullet in the Montlure Mission Statement is “To offer 
a Christ-centered camping program of the highest quality”. 
Did we reach that goal? The answer comes from the 410 
campers who completed the camper survey at the end of 
their week at Montlure. In response to the question asking if 
they would like to return to camp next year, an amazing 99% 
said “YES!” A rewarding response, especially when we 
remember this represents campers ranging from 4th grade to 
high school seniors. Each week of camping was blessed 
with amazing directors, chaplains, counselors, and 
especially campers – the Montlure Council thanks everyone 
for his/her contribution to the Summer of 2008. We also 
humbly acknowledge the parents and guardians of our 
campers who have trusted us with their wellbeing and 
spiritual growth.  
 
Does camp impact the lives of our campers? Below are only 
a few samples from the evaluations: 
�  “ I thought I had an amazing experience and I’m glad 

that I am starting to grow towards God.”  
�  “Montlure is the best place to go when you need to get 

away from the real world. It helped me to get closer to 
God. This camp has changed my life.” 

�  “This camp always brings me so close to God and 
friends. Montlure never ceases to amaze me!” 

�  “I learned a lot and everyone was supportive and 
friendly. But I learned it’s not the camp that changes 
people, it’s God.” 

�  “I love this camp and it has changed me for life and I 
hope to return to this life a changed and stronger 
woman of God!” 

Our counselors and staff also commented on their 
experience: 
�  “I saw the small changes I made in the lives of young 

people and the way the kids touched me was truly the 
work of the Lord.” 

�  “I learned how to more effectively minister to high school 
students and depend on God and join Him where He is 
working.” 

�  “That I need to challenge myself more in order to grow 
stronger in my faith. All of the pain and challenges were 
so worth it.” 

�  “I learned that I needed to trust God more and have 
patience!!!!” 

�  “Reconfirmed that I am blessed on a daily basis – can’t 
believe the love and acceptance given through these 
kids, that’s definitely a God thing.” 

 
We hope you will start planning now to include a week at 
Montlure in your calendar for 2009. See you then! 
 

�	������%����������D�E��	����:))?�������*�
 

Junior High 3 – Barn Time games 

Hand jives make any song at Twilight 
Chapel so much better. – Senior High 2 

Saying “Goodbye” at Senior High 1 
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            Montlure Lodge shining under the new roof. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                The famous Barn looks even better ….. 
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Elk cabin has always been in need of a porch but the 
problem has always been the tree …. a big, beautiful, 
ponderosa pine tree right in front of the cabin that no one 
wanted removed. Then this fall, along came Steve Hill and a 
group of Christian friends from the Cave Creek area who 
took on the challenge of building a wonderful porch while 
keeping the majestic pine tree. Our new porch was simply 
built by Steve and his crew around the tree – which will soon 
have a sitting bench to surround it. It is a terrific porch (note 
the ledge for sitting in front) that will take Elk from being one 
of the more rustic cabins to being one of the best for 
campers to enjoy. 
 
After finishing this big project, the same great group of guys 
also put up a new railing for the Girls’ Bathroom and 
constructed a new path from the Barn to the new and 
improved Elk cabin. From the greater Montlure family, we 
send our deepest appreciation and thanks! Elk cabin with a new smile 
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Contributions Bring Safety and Security to Roof Top s 

Jim Knorr 

Come listen to the rain on Montlure's new metal roofs!  When I 
was boy in Ohio my bedroom was adjacent to our home's metal 
roofed porch and I grew to love the sound of the rain falling on 
that metal roof. For me, all was right with the world when I fell 
asleep to that peaceful sound. Montlure was blessed this year 
with donations that helped put metal roofing on the Barn, Lodge, 
the meadow Pavilion, and cabins Robin and Ostrich. Many thanks 
go to Mission del Sol whose donation paid for the material and 
installation on Barn and the materials for the Pavilion. Thanks 
also go to University Presbyterian whose donations paid for half 
of the cost of roofing the Lodge. Valley Presbyterian's Cook's 
Tour paid for the materials for roofing Ostrich and Robin. Scott 
Jackson Roofing did a fine job on Barn and Lodge's installations.  
We want to extend our gratitude as well to our volunteers Ed and 
Ilona Lindstrom and Dennis Moreland for personally roofing 
Pavilion, Ostrich, and Robin! Thanks go as well to the Tortolita 
Presbyterian Church work camp for the meadow Pavilion’s tear-
off and sheathing repair. 

Almost all of Montlure's buildings now have metal roofs which 
offer more than just a peaceful sound during a rainfall but also a 
durable and long lasting (40-50 yrs) low maintenance roof. We 
have just a few more buildings to go and if you'd like to help out 
with a donation toward materials or help with installation, please 
contact Jim Knorr. 



�
�

 
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�	�������%����������D�E��	����:))8�������@�

�

�  ����������	
����	�
�����
��	���������	������
	
�����������
����
�������
���
���������

	����
��	
��������
�� ��������	�
�	���

��������� �

�  ��������
�������������������������
�����
���	
�������
����	�
���������	�
��
������
��
	
��
������
�� 	
����
	�
�	�� ��

�  �������
�����	
�	����������	
����������
���
��
�
������	����	����
 ��������������
����������
�	
������
��������
����
�����
�
������	
��!���	�	���	
�	�	����
����������
���������� ��	������
��������	

��
��
���

����
��

 

����� ������	
���������

��
 �
 

���� � �	�

 � ��������
� �
�
���	��������  !�������" � "�#$� %���&'�(�
��)�
#����	��������  $�������" � )�*� (�
��)�#$�
#����	����  %�������" � +�)� (�
��#$�#,�
�
���	��������  !�������" � "�#$� (�
��$'�$,�
#����	��������  $�������" � ,�"� (�
��$,�(����&�
#����	����  %�������" � +�)� (����&�*�
�
���	������&�  !�������" � "�#$� (����##�#*�
#����	������&�  $�������" � )�*� (����#*�$+�

�
�  �	�

���	
���	���
�����'���� �
����������-������	
�����
����������������

������
��	����
����������	
������$''"�����	
��
��
� 
��
�  �
���	����� �����
���
�.�����������.��������� #����	����� �����
���
�.��������

���/�	������
�� #����	� �����
���
�/�	�������0��
�
������
�  �

������	
�(	
�)��
	�������	�������������
)
������������
������
�����
�����������
���*	�+������	�����������
���
��	�,�
��
�	����������#
������	���- ��
�

%�
�����1
� ��	����� ��2���	��� 	
� ��� ����	��� ��
���	
�	�
�����	
���	
	
������������	���
��!���	���
���� ��	����
� �
�� ������ 	
� �����
� +�#$�� ������
�
������� ��� ����� ��� ��
� �
�� 
����� 	
� ���	

�� 3����
����� 	
� ���� ��� �� 
���
�� ���	
�	�
� 
����� ����
�
����� 4��
�����	�
� �������
� ����

� 5�	6�
���
%�
������ 	
� �
� 5���	��
� ����� 5

��	��	�
�
5�����	���� ���� � ������	
�� 	
� �������
��� �	���

�����	���
��
��	�
���
��
����
 ���

/����
��!��
�	�

�������	
��%�
����������
������� �


��
�
��
�������
������� ...�%�/�&�&� ��������7���������

����
	������ ,,,-������	
-�	� �



�	������������%����������
=�������������
��������������
?:':�-��::���$������
G���	���/0����8'@&)�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�

��������	
�����	��������	
�����	��������	
�����	��������	
�����	

��	 

��	

��	

��	� ���	�
���	��	��������	�
���	��	��������	�
���	��	��������	�
���	��	�������� ����				

�
�  0�1
�)
	��% �� �2�3
�������������
�
	�

�

�  ����&� �� �2�4�	���
������������ ���"�
�

�  ��������	������*������������	��� �

�
�

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Tucson, AZ 

Permit No. 1359 


